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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

TTii^ listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A settlement processing apparatus for 
transmitting/receiving information via a communicator between a communication terminal 
owned bv a customer and a checkout terminal owned by an organization ex ecuting a business 
transaction with the customer, tbe checkout terminal generating a purchase data concerning 
contents of a debt and including purchased items data for identifying the purchase data, the 
settlement processing apparatus performing a settlement processing for settling [[a]J the debt, 



a customer identification data attaining section which attains customer identification data 
for identifying the customer from the communication terminal via the_ communicator ; 

a purchase data attaining section which attains purchase data concerning contents of the 
debt from the communication terminal or the checkout terminal through the communicator ; 

a data storage which stores customer-specific data including the customer identification 
data and specifying the customer; 

an authentication section which compares the customer identification data attained by tbe 
customer identification data attaining section with the customer-specific data stored in the data 
storage, to authenticate the customer identification data; and 

a settlement processing section which performs the processing for settling the debt, based 
on the customer-specific data corresponding to the customer identification data and the attained 
purchase data, [[tf|] when the authentication section authenticates the customer identification 
data, and which processes settlement completion [[data]] code indicating that the processing is 




comprising: 
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completed. afteT the processing is completed, making transmitting the settlement completion 
[[data]] code and the purchased items data . 

be able to be n t rtifictHc r ti3c - t:«s t omc r 

Claim 2 (currently amended): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim ] , 
wherein 

the purchase data is transmitted from the checkout terminal being associated with the 
customer identification data. 

the authentication section determines whether the customer. identification data transmitted 
by the communication terminal is the same as the customer identification data transmitted by the 
checkout terminal, and 

when the customer identification data transmitted bv the communication terminal i s 
determined to be the same as the customer identification data transmitted fry the checkout 
terminal, the authentication section compares the customer identification data with the customer- 
specific data. 

t fa e- ettst o ro er i dcn trfi catk i u data attain i ng section a t taing 'the cus to mer id e ntification - data 
fr o m - a t l e ast o ne of a communicat i on te rminal owned by t he cus t omer and e a p abrcof 
t r ansnritt i ng/recciv i ng data, and a check o ut t erminal which is owned - by an o rga ni zation and 
ge n tt r a te yr Jt e -pm. cl i asc d ata lunieinij i g the- conten t s of the debt, the o r gan iz a tron serving the 
bu s ine s s transacti o n, and 

the p urchase da t a attaining sec t i o n a tt a fn s - th e-p urehase data from at least one of the 

eommumca ti oii tenn in a r- and the checko ut terminal. 
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Claim 3 (currently amended): [[A]] The settlement processing apparatus according to 
claim L wherein 

the purchase data is transmitted from the checkout terminal to the communication 
terminal, the communication terminal transmitting the purchased items data and the customer 
identification data to the customer identification data attaining section and the authentication 
section respectively. 

the checkout terminal transmits the purchase data to the purchase data attaining section, 

the authentication section determines whether the purchased items data transmitted by the 
communication terminal is the same as the purchased items data contained in the purchase data 
transmitted hv the checkout terminal, and 

when the purchased items data transmitted by the communication terminal is determined 
to be the same as the purchased j terns data contained in the purchase data transmi tted by the 
checkout terminal, the authentication section compares the customer identification data with the 
customer-specific data. 

fui pmfomiing a settlement pr ocessing for se t tl in g a debt is s u ed by a-business transaction 
■ with a cutlo i .uu, comprising : 

a etts t omei nfemttfeetion data attaining sec t ion whi c h attains c u stome r identif i catio n dat a 
f or identifying Lh i cust o ntu, fiom at luH uhc of a Lunmiuuicalion termi nal owned by the 
cus t omer a n d ca p abl e o f tr a nsm itting/receiving data, and a chcd t o trrtemimal which-ts-owucd b> 
an orgamzatkm and genera t es purchase d ata concerning contents uf the debt, the organization 
seT - v rin g - the - b t i6i i mstran^c t i o n - , - 

a pur chase data - a t taij ilng s e ct i on which attams-the purchase da t a from at ka sto ne o f the 
eoiTmromcatton term i nal a n d -t he ch e ckout - te rminal; 
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qrdttta-stora g e which s to t e s x-qs tomci 1 -speci fi c da t a including the - enstemer i de nti fica ti on 
da t a and spec if y i ng tine cust o me r ; 

an authen t ica t ion sec t io n wh i ch c o mpar e s the customer identification data attain e d by t he 
cust o m er id e n t ifica t i on da t a attaining se c t i o n wi lh^h c c us t ome r- s p ecific data stored m th e da ta 
st o rag e , t o auth e n t icate the easterner iden t ifica t i o n data i - an d' 

a se tt lemen t pr o c essing sec t ion which perfo r ms the p r ocess i n g f o r se tttergihsTdebtrhased 
o n t b e-c as t onwv - spec i fic da t a corr es po nding t o t h e cus to mer ide nt ificat io n data and t h e a t tained 
p u r chase data; if t he authentica ti on sec t ion auth e n t icat e s t h e customer id e ntifi cat io n data . 

Claim 4 (original): Tbe settlement processing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
the communication terminal and the checkout terminal can be connected via a terminal 

communicator, enabling transmission/reception of data, 

the customer identification data is data specific to the communication terminal, 

the communication terminal comprises a communication terminal storage which stores 

the customer identification data and the purchase data attained via the terminal communicator, 

with the customer identification data and the purchase data associated with each other, and 

the customer identification data attaining section and the purchase data attaining section 

attain the customer identification data and the purchase data stored in the communication 

terminal storage. 

Claim 5 (canceled) 

-5- 
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Claim 6 (currently amended): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 4, 
comprising a storage which stores the customer identification data and the purchase data attained 
from the communication terminal storage of the communication terminal, wherein 

the purchase data includes pu r chase i dent i ficati o n purchased items data which identifies 
the purchase data, 

after the purchase data attaining section attains the purchase data from the communication 
tenninal storage of the communication terminal, the purchase data attaining section further 
attains the pmihasc id e ntification purchased items data from the checkout terminal, 

the authentication section determines whether the purchase identification purchased items 
data attained from the checkout terminal by the purchase data attaining section is equal to the 
purchase iden t ifica tion: purchased items data included in the purchase data stored in the storage, 
and if both are determined to be equal, the authentication section compares the customer 
identification data corresponding to the pu r chase identificat ion purchased items data and stored 
in the storage with the customer-specific data, to authenticate the customer identification data, 
and 

if the customer identification data is authenticated by the authentication section, the 
settlement processing section performs the processing for settling the debt, based on the purchase 
data stored in the storage and the customer-specific data corresponding to the customer 
identification data. 

Claim 7 (canceled) 

Claim 8 (original): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
-6- 
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the checkout terminal comprises an input section for inputting the customer identification 
data, and a checkout terminal storage which stores the customer identification data inputted by 
the input section, and the purchase data, with both associated with each other, and 

the customer identification data attaining section and the purchase data attaining section 
attain the customer identification data and the purchase data stored in the checkout terminal 
storage of the checkout terminal. 

Claim 9 (canceled) 

Claim 10 (original): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 8, 
comprising a storage which stores the customer identification data and the purchase data attained 
from the checkout terminal storage of the checkout terminal, wherein 

the customer identification data is data specific to the communication terminal, 

the communication terminal comprises a communication terminal storage which stores 
the customer identification data, 

after the customer identification data attaining section attains the customer identification 
data from the checkout terminal storage of the checkout terminal, the customer identification data 
attaining section further attains the customer identification data stored in the communication 
terminal storage of the communication terminal, 

the authentication section determines whether the customer identification data attained 
from the communication terminal storage of the communication terminal by the customer 
identification data attaining section is equal to the customer identification data stored in the 
storage, and if both are determined to be equal, the authenticati on section compares the customer 

-7- 
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identification data with the customer-specific data, to authenticate the customer identification 
data, and 

if the customer identification data is authenticated by the authentication section, the 
settlement processing section performs the processing for settling the debt, based on the purchase 
data stored in the storage and the customer-specific data corresponding to the customer 
identification data. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (original): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 8, wherein 
the checkout terminal comprises a checkout terminal storage which stores the customer 
identification data, 

the checkout terminal determines whether the customer identification data inputted by the 
input section is equal to the customer identification data stored in the checkout terminal storage, 
and 

if both are determined to be equal by the checkout terminal, the customer identification 
data attaining section attains the customer identification data. 

Claim 13 (canceled) 

Claim 14 (original): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
the customer identification data is data specific to the communication terminal, 
the communication terminal comprises a coinmunication terminal storage which stores 
the customer identification data, 
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the customer identification data attaining section attains the customer identification data 
stored in the communication terminal storage of the communication terminal, and 

the purchase data attaining section attains the purchase data from the checkout terminal. 

Claim 15 (canceled) 

Claim 16 (original): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein 

the communication terminal and the checkout terminal can be connected via a terminal 
communicator, enabling transmission/reception of data, 

the checkout terminal comprises a checkout terminal storage which stores the purchase 
data and the customer identification data attained via the terminal communicator, with the 
purchase data and the customer identification data associated with each other, 

the purchase data attaining section attains the purchase data stored in the checkout 
tenninal storage of the checkout terminal, and also attains the customer identification data, 

the authentication section determines whether the customer identification data attained 
from the checkout terminal storage of the checkout terminal by the purchase data attaining 
section is equal to the customer identification data attained from the communication terminal 
storage of the communication terminal by the customer identification data attaining section, and 
if both are determined to be equal, the authenticati on section associates the customer 
identification data attained by the customer identification data attaining section with the purchase 
data attained by the purchase data attaining section, and compares the customer identification 
data with the customer-specific data, to authenticate the customer identification data, and 

-9- 
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if the customer identification data is authenticated by the authentication section, the 
settlement processing section performs the processing for settling the debt, based on the purchase 
data associated by the authentication section and the customer-specific data corresponding to the 
customer identification data. 

Claim 1.7 (canceled) 

Claim 1.8 (currently amended): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 
14, wherein 

the communication terminal and the checkout terminal can be connected via a terminal 
communicator, enabling transmission/reception of data, 

the purchase data includes y en diase- i deiTtt fica t i o n purchased items data which identifies 
the purchase data, 

the communication terminal storage of the communication terminal stores the customer 
identification data and the u m duai i dc n t rfieatkm purchased items data attained by the terminal 
communicator, with the customer identification data and the pu r c h ase i dent ifi cat i on purchased 
items data associated with each other, 

the customer identification data attaining section attains the customer identification data 
stored in the communication terminal storage of the communication terminal, and also attains the 
pmUia&c identifica t i o n purchased items data, 

the authentication section determines whether the purchase identi fi cat i o n purchased items 
data attained from the communication terminal storage of the communication terminal by the 
customer identification data attaining section is equal to the prorbase Identification purchase d 
items data included in the purchase data attained from the checkout temiinal by the purchase data 

-10- 
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attaining section, and if both are determined to be equal, the authentication section associates the 
customer identification data attained by the customer identification data attaining section with the 
purchase data attained by the purchase data attaining section, and compares the customer 
identification data with the customer-specific data, to authenticate the customer identification 



if the customer identification data is authenticated by the authentication section, the 
settlement processing section performs the processing For settling the debt, based on the purchase 
data associated by the authentication section and the customer-specific data corresponding to the 
customer identification data. 

Claim 19 (canceled) 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 
14. wherein 

the purchase data includes p u r chase ide n tificat r o n purchased items data which identifies 
the purchase data, 

the communication terminal comprises an input section for inputting the pttrehase 
id e n ti ficat io n purchased items data, 




the communication terminal storage of the communication terminal stores the purchase 
i den t ificati o n purchased items data, inputted by the input section and the customer identification 



data, and 




data, with the 




purchased items data and the customer identification data 



associated with each other, 
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the customer identification data attaining section attains the customer identification data 
stored in the communication terminal storage of the communication terminal , and also attains the 
pu r chase identificati on purchased items data, 

the authentication section determines whether the ptrir i rase4dcntrfrctttion purchased items 
data attained from the communication terminal storage of the communication terminal by the 
customer identification data attaining section is equal to the pwebas«4denttfieatjen purchased 
items data included in the purchase data attained from the checkout terminal by the purchase data 
attaining section, and if both are determined to be equal, the authentication section associates the 
customer identification data attained by the customer identification data attaining section with the 
purchase data attained by the purchase data attaining section, and compares the customer 
identification data with the customer-specific data, to authenticate the customer identification 
data, and 

if the customer identification data is authenticated by the authentication section, the 
settlement processing section performs the processing for settling the debt, based on the purchase 
data associated by the authentication section and the customer-specific data corresponding to the 
customer identification data. 

Claim 21. (canceled) 

Claim 22 (original): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 1 4, 
wherein 

the customer identification data includes principle confirmation data for confirming the 
customer himself or herself, 

-12- 
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the checkout terminal comprises an input section for inputting the principal confirmation 
data, and a checkout terminal storage which stores the principal confirmation data inputted by the 
input section and the purchase data, with the principal confirmation data and the purchase data 
associated with each other, 

the purchase data attaining section attains the purchase data stored in the checkout 
teimina] storage of the checkout terminal, and also attains the principal con firmation data, 

the authentication section determines whether the principal confirmation data attained 
from the checkout terminal storage of the checkout terminal by the purchase data attaining 
section is equal to the principal confirmation data included in the customer identification data 
attained from the communication terminal storage of the communication terminal by the 
customer identification data attaining section, and if both are determined to be equal, the 
authentication section associates the customer identification data attained by the customer 
identification data attaining section with the purchase data attained by the purchase data attaining 
section, and compares the customer identification data with die customer-specific data, to 
authenticate the customer identification data, and 

if the customer identification data is authenticated by the authentication section, the 
settlement processing section performs the processing for settling the debt, based on the purchase 
data associated by the authentication section and the customer-specific data corresponding to the 
customer identification data. 

Claim 23 (canceled) 

Claim 24 (original): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein 

-13- 
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the communication terminal and the checkout terminal each have an input section for 
inputting comparison data which associates the customer identification data with the purchase 
data, 

the customer identification data attaining section attains the customer identification data 
from the communication terminal, and also attains the comparison data inputted by the input 
section, 

the purchase data attaining section attains the purchase data from the checkout terminal, 
and also attains the comparison data inputted by the input section, 

the authentication section determines whether the comparison data attained by the 
customer identification data attaining section is equal to the comparison data attained by the 
purchase data attaining section, and if both are determined to be equal, the authentication section 
associates the customer identification data attained by the customer identification data attaining 
section with the purchase data attained by the purchase data attaining section, and compares the 
customer identification data with the customer-specific data, to authenticate the customer 
identification data, and 

if the customer identification data is authenticated by the authentication section, the 
settlement processing section performs the processing for settling the debt, based on the purchase 
data associated by the authentication section and the customer-specific data corresponding to the 
customer identification, data. 

Claim 25 (canceled) 

Claim 26 (currently amended): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein 

-14- 
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the customer identification data, the customer-specific data, and the purchase data each 
include residence data concerning residence of at least one of the customer, the communication 
terminal, and the checkout terminal, and 

after completion of the processing for settling the debt, the settlement processing section 
processes settlement completion [[data]] code indicating that the processing has been completed 
on the basis of the residence data included in attained data, making at least one of the 
communication terminal and the checkout terminal be able to notify the customer of the 
settlement completion [[data]] code . 

Claim 27 (canceled) 

Claim 28 (original): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
the customer identification data, the customer-specific data, and the purchase data each 
include residence data concerning residence of at least one of the customer, the communication 
terminal, and the checkout terminal, and 

before performing the processing for settling the debt, the settlement processing section 
processes settlement content data concerning contents of settlement of the debt, on the basis of 
the residence data included in attained data, making at least one of die communication terminal 
and the checkout terminal be able to notify the customer of the settlement content data- 
Claim 29 (canceled) 

Claim 30 (original): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the data storage stores the attained purchase data and settlement completion 
determination data indicating whether the processing for settling the debt on the basis of the 

-15- 
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attained purchase data has been completed, with the attained purchase data and the settlement 
completion determination data associated with each other, and 

before performing the processing for settling the debt, the settlement processing section 
determines whether the processing for settling the debt has been completed, on the basis of the 
settlement completion determination data corresponding to the purchase data. 

Claim 31 (canceled) 

Claim 32 (original): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 30, 
wherein 

if it is determined that the processing for settling the debt has not yet been completed, the 
settlement processing section performs the processing for settling the debt, based on the customer 
identification data authenticated by the authentication section and the attained purchase data. 

Claim 33 (canceled) 

Claim 34 (original): The settlement processing apparatus according to claim 1 , 
comprising: 

a setting input recognition section which recognizes a setting input requesting disclosure 
of the purchase data by an input operation; and 

a notification section which outputs the purchase data, making the customer be able to 
recognize the purchase data, if the setting input is recognized by the setting input recognition 
section. 

Claim 35 (canceled) 

-16- 
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Claim 36 (currently amended): A settlement processing system which performs a 
settlement processing for settling a debt issued by a business transaction with a customer, 
comprising: 

a communication terminal owned bv a customer that is capable of transmitting/receiving 
information: 

a checkout terminal owned bv an_Qrgamzation executing a business transaction with the 
customer, the checkout terminal generating a purchase data concerning contents of a debt and 
including purchased items data for identifying the purchase data: 

a settlement processing apparatus forsAttUng the purchase information: and 

a communicator for allowing information transmission/receipt among the communication 
terminal, the checkout term inal, and the settlement processing apparatus, wherein 

the settlement processing apparatus having: 

a customer identification data attaining section which, attains customer identification data 
for identifying the customer, 

a purchase data attaining section which attains purchase data concerning contents of the 
debt from the communication terminal or the checkout terminal . 

a data storage which stores customer-specific data including the customer identification 
data and specifying the customer, 

an authentication section which compares the customer identification data attained by the 
customer identification data attaining section with the customer-specific data stored in the data 
storage [J,]] to authenticate the customer identification data, [[and]] 

a settlement processing section which performs the processing for settling the debt, based 
on the customer-specific data corresponding to the customer identification data and the attained 

-17- 
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purchase data [[, ifj] when the authentication section authenticates the customer identification 
data, and which processes settlement completion [[data]] code indicating that the processing is 
completed; [[,]] and 

a notifier that after the processing for settling the debt is completed, making transmits the 
settlement completion [[data]] code and the purchased items data to the communication terminal. 
he able t o be n o t rfictHo t he customers 

a c o mmun i ca t i o n te r minal ow n ed by t h e cus to m er and ca p abl e-oflTans m i ttii i g/i ' ccciving 

a check o u t tcnninal w hi c h is o w n ed by art o rgani z a t i o n an d ge n e ra teg*t hc purchase data 
concerning the conten ts of th e d eb t, the o r ganizat i on serving t he business t ransac t ion; and 

a commu ni cato r wlncfr ^ nabl c s i Ta ra r nresiecrreceT^ 
pr o cessing appa r atus, the communication terminal, and the checko trHe m ri n ar: 

Claim. 37 (currently amended): [[A]] The settlement processing system according to claim 
36. wherein 

the purchase data is trajnsmitte_d_frp_m_the checkout terminal being associated with the 
customer identificationdata, 

the authentication section determines whether the customer identification data ttansmittcd 
bv the communication terminal is the sam e as the customer identification data transmitted by the 
checkout terminal, and 

when the customer identificationdata transmitted bv the communication terminal is 
determined to be the same as the customer identification data transmitted _bv the checkout 

-18- 
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terminal, the authentication section compares the customer identification data with the customer- 
specific data. 

which-pcifou i is a s e ttlem e nt processing for se t tling a debt issued by a bus i ncsf , 
tr a n sac t i on wi t h a custo m er, co mpri si n g ; 

a se t tlemen t processing ap p ara t us havi n g : a cus to mer ide n tif i ca t i o n da t a-a tt aining section 
which a tt a i ns customer id e ntification data fi at i de n t i fyi n g t he custom er , fr o m aHeaslrtrae-of^a 
corrrnrmr ieatwr rrtei minal owned by the cus to mer and capable o f tr ansmi t ting/receiving data, and -a 
checkout terminal which-re o wned by an or ga n iza t ion and ge n e r a t es p u r chase da t a c o nc e rnin g 
c o nte nt s of the debt , t h e orga niza tion serving the business t ra ns action, a purchase da t a ato ning 
^tkn rw h ic i ratt air js t he pu r chase da t a from a t leas t o ne o f the commun i ca ti on terminal and the 
c heck o ut te r m i nal, - a da t a a toiag e which stores cus t omcr -s pccifi c d a t a i n clu d in g th e c us tomer 
i dentifica t io n da t a - and speci f yin g the cus t omer, an au t hen ti ca t i o n sec tio n which c o mpa r es t he 
cus t omer iden t ifica tio n da t a at t a i n cd- b y the cus t omer idcn t ific trtroiTTJato-tm , ainiiig se ct i o n w it h th e 
cus to m er - s pe ci fi c da t a stored in the data storage; to au t he n ticate the customer i dentificati orrckrta; 
and-a-settte m e nt p ro cessing- s e c tion which pe rferms-me' pr oc e ssing f o r settl i ng the debt, based on 
t h e c ust ome r«sp cufic data co rr e sportdmg-terfargn st o mer identifica tio n data a n d the attained 
puichfljjo data, if t he authentica ti o n section au t h e nticat e s the easterner identif i ca ti on da t a; 

axo mmu ni eat r oi rte nn in al o w n ed by the cus t omer and capable of transmi t t mg/recerring 

a-ehe tkuul termmai which is o wned by an organi z ation and generates t he purcha se-data 
c o nc e rning t he c o nte nts of t he debt, t he o rganization wi ' ving t he business tr a n sact i on - , a nd- 

a. communicat or whrc h- enabl e s t vansm i ssioii/rcccptiuu of da t a am o ng t he s e t t lement 
proc evsiiig apparatus, tl>c communicati o n t e r minal, and - the - ch e ckou t terminal. 
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Claim 38 (currently amended): The settlement processing system according to claim 36, 
wherein 

the purchase data is transmitted from the checkout terminal to the communication 
terminal, the communication terminal transmitting the purchased items data and the customer 
identification data to the customer identification data attaining section and the authentication 
section respectively, 

the checkout terminal transmits the purchase data to t he purchase data attaining section. 

the authentication section determines whether the purchased items data transmitted_by the 
communication terminal is the same as the purch ased items data contained in the purchase data 
transmitted bv the checkout terminal, and 

when the purchased items data transmitted by the communication terminal is determined 
tnjbejthe same asjhe purchased items data contained_injthe_purchase data transmitted bv the 
checkout terminal, the authentication section compares the customer identiftcatiQnj3ata_with_the 
customer-specific data. 

rhe-ehedco ut te r m i nal can ou tp u t , to t he commu n ica ti o n t e rmi nal v i a t he c o mmu ni ca tor , 
connection command da t a - fo r co mi c ctin g th e c omm unica t ion te nrrirraHcHhe-settremem 
p r oce s s in g a p paratus, enabling t ransmission/reception of data, and 

th e c o mmunication terminal connects to the scttlcmei rh procc s sii^ a pim attigT h r t 'he 
eonimunioator, upon recei pt of t he c o nnec t i o n c o mmand data. 

Claim 39 (canceled) 

Claim 40 (original): The settlement processing system according to claim 36, wherein 
the communicator is a network. 
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Claim 41 (canceled) 

Claim 42 (currently amended): A settlement processing method for performing a 
settlement processing for settling a debt issued by a business transaction by 
transmittin g/receiving information between a communication terminal owned bv a customer that 
is capab le of transmitting/receiving information and a checkout terminal owned bv an 
organisation executingjhe business transaction with the customer, the checkout terminal 
generating a purchase data concerning contents of the debt and including purchased items data 
for identifying the purchase data, wi t h a customer, comprising: 

providing a settlement processing apparatus for performing the settlement processing, the 
settlement processing apparatus storing a customer specific data for specifying the customer, the 
customer specific information including an authentication customer identification data for 
authenticating the customer: 

connecting the communication terminal, the checkout terminal and the settlemen t 
processing apparatus with a communicator; 

attaining customer identification data for identifying the customer from the 
communication terminal by the settlement processing apparatus, and purchase data concerning 
contents of die debt from the communication teiminal or the checkout terminal; 

comparing the attained customer identification data with custom er -spec ifi c data i ncluding 
the authentication customer identification data [[,]] wh t c h-i s -s to r e d- m - a d vaiic e ; and specify i ng 
the^jsixjmerr to authenticate the customer identification data; [[and]] 

performing the processing for settling the debt, based on the customer identification data 
and the a tt ained purchase data, [[if]] when the customer identification data is authenticated ; [[,]] 
and 
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transmitting settlement completion [[data]] code indicating that the processing is 
completed [[,]] and the purchased items data to the communication terminal after the processing 
for settling die debt is completed^ 

, making the se t tlem e n t comple t ion data be able t o be n o ti fi e d to th e cu stomer. 

Claim 43 (currently amended): [[A]] The settlement processing method ac_c_ording_to 
claim 42. wherein 

the purchase information is transmitted from the checkout terminal while being 
as.5Qcia.ted with the customer identification information, and 

the authentication section determines whether the customer identification data transmitted 
by the communication terminal is the same as the customer identification data ti-ansmitted by the 
checkout terminal, and 

when the customer identification data transmitted by the communication terminal is 
determined to be the same as the customer identification data transmitted by the checkout 
terminal, the settlement processing apparatus performs the comparing. 

fu j. 1 pe r fo rming- a se tt lement proce s sing f o r scttitng - a - d djfr-restKx l by a bus i n e ss t r ansact i on 
wrtrrtrcq stomei, comp risi ng : 

att a ini ng customer identifi cation data foi iden tify ing the cus t ome r , fr o m at least onc-of a 
eom.munieatiog.- te rmi.nal o wned by the customci -a n d' capabl e of tr ansm i tting^^cc ivm g ^ t rtanro^ 
checkout terminal which is ow n ed b y an o rganizat i on a n d gcircrafrcs-purchase da t a e on cemi n g 
c o nt e nts of the debt, t h e or ganisat i on ' se r vi n g the business t r ansaction ;- 

alLai ning the pu r chase - d ata from at least o ne of the communicati o n terminal and t he 
cheekouHuminal; 
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com p a ri ng t he - attained cus t ome r i dentifi c at i on data - w it h the custo n r er -sp e cifi c- d ttta 
rncr uding the custon t ci-r dc i rtifi cat ioii data, which is st o r e d in. advanc erand-sijecrfy ing the 
cu sto me r , t o authen ti c at e u ie-ctrst omcr i dcmtfficatforj data, and 

perforrnmg-'tteTK^^ t he deb t , based o n t he autl i ent i catetf cnst o ni cr 

iden t ifica tkm-dat a a n d the a t tai n ed pu r chas e d atanfijbrettst omcr i de n tificatio n da t a is 
authen t ica t ed. 

Claim 44 (currently amended): A settlement processing program for making a computer 
execute the settlement processing method by transmittinp/receiving information between a 
communication terminal owned by a customer that is capable of transmitting/receiving 
information and a checkout terminal owned by an organization executing a business transaction 
with the customer, the checkout terminal ..generating a purchase data concerning contents of a 
debt and including purch ased items data for identifying the purchase data, comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a settlement processing apparatus for performing the settlement proc essing, the 
settlement processing apparatus storing a customer-specific data for specifying the customer, the 
customer-specific data including an authentication customer identification data for authenticating 
the customer; 

connecting the communication terminal, the checkout terminal and the settlement 
processing a pparatus with a communicator: 

attaining customer identification data for identifying the customer from the 
communication terminal by the settlement processing apparatus , and purchase data concerning 
contents of the debt fr pm the communicatio n terminal or the checkout terminal: 
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comparing the attained customer identification data with cust o m e p 'Specrfi c ' d at a - i nc l udi 

the authentication customer identification data ([,]] which i s s t o r ed in advanc e , and spe c i fy ing 



performing the processing for settling the debt, based on die customer identification data 
and the attained purchase data, [[if]] when the customer identification data is authenticated ; [[ r ]] 
and 

transmitting settlement completion [[data]] code indicating that the processing is 
completed [[,]] and the purch ased items data to the communication terminal after the processing 
for settling the debt is completed;. 

, making t he set t lement completion da t a be able to be notified to the custome r. 

Claim 45 (currently amended): [[A]] The settlement processing program for making a 
computer execute the settlement processing method according to claim 44. wherein: ewnprismg 
tbe-steps-ofr- 

the purchase information is transmitted from the checkout terminal while being 
associated with the customer identification data, and 

the authentication sectiondetermines whether the customer identification data transmitted 
bv the communication terminal is the same as the customer identification data transmitted bv the 
checkout terminal, and 

when the customer identification data transmitted bv the communication terminal is 
determined t o he the same as the customer identifi cation data transmitted bv the checkout 
terminal, the settlement processing apparat us performs the comparing. 



rr to authenticate the customer identification data; [[and]] 
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for perfbrritmg-a-setttemett t p r o cess i ng f or se t tling a d e bt issued b y a b usine s s t r ansactio n 
wrm-trcu s to m er ^ o mp ri sing: 

atta nm i g - cus t om e r i d e n t if i cat io n da t a fb r - id c i rttfy in g t he customer; from at least one of a 
Go mmunicatiun luimual owned by t he cus t omer and ca p able o f tr ansmi tt ing/ i Tc ei vi ri g - da t a rartd-a 
c hec k out terminal wh i ch i s o wned by an o rgani z ati o n and g e ne r a te s pu r chas e data c o ncerning 
co nt e nts o f th e d e bt, t he - o r ga n i z atio n scrv nt glhc - bn^ i css - l r a rt sact i o nt- 

atte mrngrthc pu r chase data from at l e ast o ne of t he communication terminal and the 
checkout t e rminal; 

c o mpari n g the attaii i e d-ctts t o n Tc r - id e r rtrfkatio n - da t a with the cust o mer-sp e cific da t a 
including t he customer iden t i fic a ti on da t a, which is s t o red i n advanec, a n d s p ec i fying 1 the 
c us tomer, to authen t icate the custoina 4dqTtifeatkrird a t a; and 

p erf ot i T ii n giJ i c p r ocessing f o r se t tling the debt, ba s ed on t hc - anthcnticalxxHnj s te mer 
i den ti f ic ati o n data and t h e a t tai n ed pu r chase data, i f the cu s tomer identificati o n data is 
atrtheirhtated-: 

Claim 46 (currently amended): A recording medium which records the settlement 
processing program in a computer-readable form, the settlement processing program making a 
computer execute a settlement processing method by transmitting/receiving information between 
a communication terminal owned by a customer that is. capable of transmitting/receiving 
information and a checkout terminal owned by an organization executing a business transaction 
with the customer, the checkout terminal generating a purchase data concerning contents of a 
debt and including purchased items data for identifying the purchase data, having the steps of: 
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providing a settlement processing apparatus for performing the settlement processing, the 
settlement processing apparatus storing a customer-specific data for speci fying the customer, the 
customer-specific data including an authentication c ustomer identification data for authenticating 
the customer. 

connecting the communication t erminal, the checkout terminal and the settlement 
processing ap paratus wit h a communicator; 

attaining customer identification data, for identifying the customer from the 
communication terminal by the settlement processing apparatus , and purchase data concerning 
contents of the debt from the communication terminal or the checkout terminal ; 

comparing the attained customer identification data with ettstorrra^syxxifie-data- mefadirrg 
the authentication customer identification data [[,]] wh i ch i s stor ed in advance, and s p eci f y in g 
the easterner; to authenticate the customer identification data; [[and]] 

performing the processing for settling the debt, based on the customer identification data 
and the attained purchase data, [[if]] when the customer identification data is authenticated : [[,]] 
and 

transmitting settlement completion [[data]] code indicating that the processing is 
completed [[,]] and the purchased items data to the communication terminal after the processing 
for settling the debt is completed., 

T makmg iln s e ttleme n t completi on da t a be able to be n ot ified t o the custo m e r. 

Claim 47 (cuirently amended): [[A]] The recording medium which records the 
settlement processing program in a computer-readable form according to claim 46, wherein: 

- 2 e- 



PAGE 26/31 * RCVD AT 3/10/2009 3:21:31 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/34 * DNIS:2738300 * CS1D:7174261664 * DURATION (mm-ss):08-52 



03/10/2009 15:26 7174261664 



NICK BROME 



PAGE 27 



Patent Application Serial No. 10/660, 744 

; the s et tlemen t pr o c e ss in g pr o g r am maki n g a c o in p u terexecttte^rsettkmrent proce ssi ng method 
having the steps of : 1 

the purchase information is transmitted from the checkout terminal while being 
associated with the customer identification data, and 

the authentication.section determines whether the customer identification data transmitted 
by the communication terminal is the same as the customer identification data transmitted by the 
checkout terminal and 

when the customer identification data transmitted by the communication terminal is 
determined to be the same as the customer identification data transmitted by the checkout 
terminal, the settlement processing apparatus performs the comparing, 

for pcrforming - a s ett lem e n t process i ng fbrsettHng - a d e bt i&su e d by a bus i ness transacti o n 
with a custo m er, comp r is i ng : 

a t tain i ng cus to me r identificati o n da tarifo r id e nti f yi n g the customer, from at leas t one o f a 
crmmiuniidlkw terminal own e d by the cust o mc r- andx ap ab le o f tr an s mitting/ r eceiv i ng data, a n d a 
check o u t terminal wh i ch is o wned by an org an i zation and gen erate s pu r chase data concerning 
eonterrts-of t he d e b t , - the o r ganization se r ving the business tr ansac tio n; 

dttalukrg t he pu r chase data f ro m a t- tea s tone of the communicati o n terminal and the 
che ckout t emrmak - 

lumpamig - thc a tt a i ncd -ettslui u ei.' id entifi cat i on da ta with thc - c ttsto meii-bp e cific dat a 
including L in cuMoniu iduUi.Qcatio.ii da ftst;- which is s tor oH r radvancc, and sp ec ifyin g t he 
customer, t o au t h enti ca t e the customer ideu t ifi cd.Li . on data ; a nd 
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perfbTming*tfae pro ce ss i ng for .s e t t ling th e d e bt, base d uu tliermrriTcntk^rfced-cttstoTncr 
iden ti ficati o n data and - t h e a tt aineclpurchase d ata, if the customer identifica t i o n da t a is 
a u the nti cated. 

Claim 48 (new): The settlement processing method according to claim 42, wherein 
the purchase data is transmitted from the checkout terminal to the communication 
terminal, the communication terminal transmitting the purchased items data and the customer 
identification data to the customer identification data attaining section and the authentication 
section respectively, 

the checkout terminal transmits the purchase data to the purchase data attaining section, 
the authentication section determines whether the purchased items data transmitted by the 

communication terminal is the same as die purchased items data contained in the purchase data 

transmitted by the checkout terminal, and 

when the purchased items data transmitted by the communication terminal is determined 

to be the same as the purchased items data contained in the purchase data transmitted by the 

checkout terminal, the settlement processing apparatus performs the comparing. 
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